Oborozukiyo ’
(Misty Moonlit Night)
For 2-Part with Piano and Optional Glockenspiel or Handbells*
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English Text and Arrangement by Words by
DOUGLAS E. WAGNER TATSUYUKI TAKANO
Music by
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8 Oborozukiyo

Glockenspiel . . .
or Handbells (Misty Moonlit Night)
English Text and Arrangement by Words by
DOUGLAS E. WAGNER TATSUYUKI TAKANO
Music by
TEIICHI OKANO
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BACKGROUND

Early in the 20th Century, the Japanese Ministry of Education sought to greatly expand
the cultural heritage awareness of the nation by encouraging composers and lyricists to
contribute to the already rich tapestry of Japanese folk music. Many of these new songs
found their way into textbooks that were published for school use between 1907 and
1947.

“Oborozukiyo,” was written by Teiichi Okano (1878-1941) to accompany the lovely,
picturesque lyrics of Tatsuyuki Takano (1876-1947), and published in the collection
“Jinjo Elementary School Songs” in 1919. It is still a much loved and treasured
reflection of the natural beauty that daily surrounds the Japanese people.

Okano himself was born in a village in central Japan surrounded by his family that
instilled in him a devout Christian ethic, especially through exposure to sacred music.
His own compositions tend to draw from this Western influence in terms of melodic and
harmonic structure.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

The Japanese language is quite vowel rich, making it so easy to create beautiful music
with. Whether the Japanese or English words (or combination thereof) are utilized in
performance, tall vowels and crisp consonants should be the focus regarding diction. If
singing the Japanese lyrics, spending some time either online or in person with a native
speaker or fluent linguist would be most beneficial. It’s not a difficult language to master
from a pronunciation standpoint.

Japanese vowels are pure.
a-ah

e-eh

i-ee

0 - oh

u - 00

z - dz (gentle d added to the z sound)

All other consonants are like English.

Use of a bell option will greatly enhance the performance. The part included in this
arrangement would be most effectively played by Glockenspiel, Orchestra Bells, or
Handbells (2 Octaves).
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